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appealed to it directly and concretely, taking from an older faith
the very image of Isis the virgin, carrying her babe in her arms,
as Alitta, the Syrian goddess, had done;l taking from the temples
of Paganism the very statues of black basalt which represented
Isis, and calling them by the name of Maria;2 just as, by the
same law of assimilation, the Pagan faith in multitudinous local,
deities was conciliated and re-established by the institution of a
multitude of miracle-working and prayer-hearing saints, as well
as of locally miraculous shrines of the virgin. We are taught
that at that era the world entered on a new way of life and of
philosophy, breaking wholly with the past. Exitiafoilis super-
stitio I This, too, is folly.

It has chanced, indeed, that those? Christian sects which most
fully adopted the theosophies of Paganism have disappeared
under the controlling power of the main organization, which, as I
have said, held by a necessity of its existence to a concrete and literal
system, and for the same reason to a rigidly fixed set of dogmas.
We know that the Gnostics adopted Mithra, making his name
into a mystic charm, from which (spelling it Meidpas) they got
the number 365, as from the mystic name Abraxas.3 The more
reason why Mithras should be tabooed by the organized Church.
Thus, then, you can understand why the very name seemed at
length to be blotted out. There wererin antiquity, we know,*
quite a number of elaborate treatises setting forth the religion of
Mithra ; and every one of these has been destroyed by the care
of the Church.5 And yet, despite all forcible suppression, not
only do the monuments of the faith remain to tell how for cen-
turies it distanced its rival; not only do its rites and ceremonies
remain as part of the very kernel of the Christian worship; but
its record remains unknowingly graven in the very legend on the
lintel of the great Christian temple of Rome, destined to teach
to later times a lesson of human history, and of the unity
of human religion, more enduring than the sectarian faith that is
proclaimed within.

1 See the figure in Layard, " Disc, in the Ruins of Nin. and Bab.," 1853, p. 4=77 ; '
copied in Rawlinson's " Herodotus," i. 257.
a King, " Gnostics," p. 173.

3 Wmdischmann, p. 59, citing Jerome, in Amos, c. 3.

4  Porphyry, " On Abstinence fiom Animal Food," iv. 16.

5  It is remarkable that even the treatise of Firmicus is mutilated at a passage
(v.) where he seems to be accusing Christians of following Mithraic usages ; and at
the beginning, where he may have made a similar proposition.